
Property Use or Target Information

Incident Date/Time/Location

Status Jurisdiction

Investigation Closed Primary

Start Date/Time

1/28/2025 05:30 Tuesday

Address

2510  30th Ave

City/State/Zip County

Center, ND 58530 Oliver County

Type Status

Residential Occupied And Operating

Investigator Information

Name Phone Email

Kaylyn  Lucas 701-227-3112 klucas@nd.gov

Title

Deputy State Fire Marshal

This report may not be disseminated outside your agency without permission from the originating 
agency.
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Miscellaneous Information

LongitudeLatitude

47.053359 -101.128646

Damage and Casualties

Number of Fatalities

1

Scene Details
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Person/Organization Information

Name

KELLER, MAGNUS 

DOB Race Ethnicity

2005

Age at time of Incident

19

Juvenile

No

Relationship(s)

Deceased, Occupant, Victim
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Name

WEIL, GENE 

DOB Race Ethnicity

1972

Sex Age at time of Incident

M 52

Juvenile

No

Relationship(s)

Owner, Victim
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Name

ORGAARD, NICKOLETTE 

DOB Race Ethnicity

1978

Sex Age at time of Incident

F 46

Juvenile

No

Relationship(s)

Owner, Victim
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Attachments

Filename Description Date

NDSFM25-009-1 CENTER WEIL 
FIRE.pdf

3/20/2025
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NDSFM25-009-2 CENTER WEIL 
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Narrative(s)

Title Author

Contacts Kaylyn Lucas

7012273112

klucas@nd.gov

Description

Distribution List:Fire Chief Austin Weigel, Oliver County Rural Fire Protection District: 
olivercountyruralfire@gmail.com
Special Agent Matt Hiatt, Bureau of Criminal Investigations: mrhiatt@nd.gov
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Investigator/Agent - Lucas, Kaylyn

Approving Official

Date

Date
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Figure 3: Photograph 11 - Southeast View; Metal Roofing Material  

No cigarettes, smoking materials, or smoking paraphernalia were viewed upon the ground around the house, garage, or detached 
garage. 
 
The east side of the detached garage/shop sustained melting and thermal damage to the plastic building components. 
 
The layering process occurred to the patio area located on the south side of the structure. In the patio area, a metal table and 
chairs, miscellaneous artifacts, and a lawn care appliance were located in the patio area. A freezer was located in the vicinity of the 
patio. The table and chairs sustained oxidation, heat induced color change, and distortion. The lawn care appliance sustained mass 
consumption and discoloration. The freezer sustained smoke and soot discoloration and distortion. Greater amount of damage 
sustained to the freezer was seen top down and the sides. The east half of the patio was layered first. After layering, metal piping 
extending from the ground was located near the structure’s south foundation wall. The piping sustained deformation and heat 
induced color change. The pipe was bent over towards the northwest and extended back towards the southeast along the ground. 
The piping was not attached to anything at the time of the examination. See Figure 4. 
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Figure 4: Photograph 107 - Metal Piping Located on South Patio 

The layering continued on the west half of the patio. Electrical wiring, a breaker panel door cover, and charred wood materials were 
located. Amongst the fire debris, two ceramic base sockets and two metal clamps were located. The ceramic base sockets were 
intact. The metal clamps sustained heat induced color change. One ceramic base socket and metal clamp were located still 
connected. The other components were not connected together at the time of discovery. Charred wood material and wiring were 
located amongst the fire debris connected together. Material fragments, similar to fabric, was located on portions of the wood 
material. Both sides of the wood material had similar charring and mass loss patterns. The wiring did not have any insulation. The 
electrical wiring located in the west half of the patio was not all intact, as multiple different wire fragments were located amongst 
the debris. Globules were located on various wire fragments. The electrical panel door cover located in the area sustained oxidation 
and heat induced color change. See Figure 5. 

 
Figure 5: Photograph 110 - Items Located During Layering Process 
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Figure 7: Photograph 19 - South View of Interior 

The adult victim was located in the west portion of the structure, approximately in the center of the west wall that was oriented 
north/south. The location of the body remains corresponded with the staircase location in a provided house interior diagram. The 
body was located in an east/west orientation. The body was recovered and removed from the structure and transported to the 
University of North Dakota School of Medicine and Health Services.   
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 S/A Hiatt received and reviewed the 911 call placed by SFMV1. 
o SFMV1 reported a house fire and being on the roof 
o SFMV1 heard Magnus Keller inside the structure. Unsure if mother and stepfather were still inside the house. 

 Deputy Wenning reported the structure was all the way burned into the basement by 6:25 am (CT). 
o SFMV1 escaped and called 911. 

 SFMV1 escaped through SFMV1’s upstairs bedroom window. 
 SFMV1 reported hearing Magnus Keller was heard screaming prior to escaping the house. 

o Gene Weil and Nickolette Orgaard were the parents and had left at approximately 5:25 am (CT) for work in 
Bismarck/Mandan area. 

 Gene Weil and Nickolette Orgaard Interview(s) 
o Downstairs between 5:15 and 5:20 am morning of the fire. 

 The dryer was not ran the morning of the fire. 
 Coffee pot was not used the morning of the fire. 

o Nickolette Orgaard was in the laundry room prior to leaving the structure and did not see any fire or smoke. 
o Left for work at approximately 5:25 am (CT) and did not observe anything out of the ordinary. 

 Nickolette Orgaard was dropped off at work at approximately 5:50 am. 
o Received a telephone call from SFMV1 about a fire at the house shortly before (5:53-6:00 am) 6:00 am. 

 Returned to the scene. 
o House was heated by propane heat with electric backup, only being heated by propane on the day of the fire. 
o Two heat lamps were used outside on the deck for stray cats. 

 Heat lamps were silver domed with the red bulb. 
 Were given 6 heat lamps, two were not damaged and those two were used. 
 The two heat lamps were plugged into an extension cord that ran into the garage. 

o The cord being ran into the garage was to prevent damage from the animals.  
 Located in a covered section of the deck. 
 Cat area was covered in front and top but not sealed, to provide shelter from the wind. 
 An old heating pad, that was not plugged in, and blankets used in the area for the cats. 

o Electrical Issues 
 If the dishwasher was running, heating fan in the ceiling, and the lights in the upstairs bedrooms were all 

on, the breaker would sometimes trip. All electrical sources were on one breaker: not a constant 
occurrence. 

o Last time on the patio was the night prior to the fire, January 27, 2025. 
 Gene Weil checked the freezer. 
 Nickolette Orgaard fed the outside cats. 

o Neither person recalled anything out of place or any odd smells leading up to the fire. 
 
UND School of Medicine & Health Services 
Case Report A25-036 

 Acute thermal and inhalational injury 
 Gross evidence of soot present within the trachea, bronchi, and esophagus. 

 
State Fire Marshal’s Office 
NDSFM25-009-2 

 Recovered remains weighed 35 pounds 
 Soot was observed in lungs and airways 

 
Kirk’s Fire Investigation, Eighth Edition, References: 
The following was revered from Kirk’s Fire Investigation. 

 Chapter 4, Section 3 Secondary Ignition Sources 
o Section 4.3.4 Radiant Heat 

“… As a primary ignition source, radiant heat alone is less frequently encountered. Radiant heat from fireplaces, 
stoves, and heaters has been seen to bring nearby cellulosics to their ignition temperatures and thus start fires. 
When devices are permanent fixtures, their remains will usually still be detectable after the fire. … Radiant heat 
from floodlights (particularly quartz halogen), projection lamps, heat lamps, and flameless torches can be enough 
to ignite cellulosic fuels at close range. …” 

 Chapter 4, Section 4 Utility Services and Appliances as Ignition Sources 
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o Section 4.4.2 Portable Electric Appliances 
“Electricity represents a source of ignition in the form of arcs, electrically heated wires, and heating elements, and 
even lighting. Heat-producing electric appliances can cause ignition of susceptible fuels even when operating 
normally. Electric heaters, toasts, or toaster ovens with exposed Nichrome (resistance) heater wires offer an 
ignition source with surface temperatures on the order of 600°C (1150°F) or greater. Thes hot surfaces are not 
able to ignite most flammable gases or vapors but can ignite most cellulosics (including foods) if they come into 
contact or near contact with them. … The radiant heat produced by most portable electric heaters is 
approximately 10kW/m2 or less at the wire guard. This may be enough to ignite cellulosics or char elastomeric and 
thermosetting materials if contact is prolonged. Cellulosic fuels that are most brought into contact with the heater 
element itself are likely to be ignited quickly. …” 

 
Fire Protection Handbook, Nineteenth Edition Volume II 

 Chapter 5 Fibers and Textiles 
o Section 8, Table 8.5.5 

 Natural Fibers 
o Ignition Temperatures: 490-750°F and 1060-1110°F 
o Burning Temperatures: 1560°F and 1720°F 
o End Uses: apparel, furnishings, towels, blankets, carpets …   

 Manufactured Fibers 
 Acrylic  

o Ignition Temperatures: 860-1050°F 
o Burning Temperatures: 1560°F 
o End Uses: Apparel, furnishings, blankets, pile fabrics … 

 Polyester 
o Ignition Temperatures: 840-1040°F 
o Burning Temperatures: 1290-1330°F 
o End Uses: Apparel, furnishings, blankets …  
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o Smoke and soot staining lessened on the patio pavers as fire extended outward and upward. 
o Smoke and soot staining on the foundation was in an up and out direction away from the northwest corner area. 
o Discoloration was at ground level up along the west foundation and extended upwards compared to no 

discoloration at the east foundation. 
 

 Witness Statements 
o SFMV1 reported a fire at the house. 
o Fire Department reported the house was fully engulfed on all four corners. 
o Gene Weil and Nickolette Orgaard reported having two used electric heat lamps in the covered patio area for the 

outside cats. 
 Covered patio is located outside the laundry room exterior wall. 

o Interior security video footage indicating the fire began outside the structure.  
 Video footage of fire glow and smoke was provided by cameras in the kitchen, living room, dining room, 

and basement. 
 Kitchen footage: 

o Fire glow seen in the hallway and laundry room at 5:42:53 a.m. 
o Smoke alarm heard at 5:43:27 a.m. 
o Smoke seen in the hallway at 5:43:52 a.m. 

 Living room footage: 
o No fire glow seen at 5:35 a.m. 
o Fire glow in hallway at 5:41:39 a.m. 
o Fire glow through sliding glass door 5:41:53 a.m. 
o Smoke seen at 5:44:50 a.m. 
o Large smoke plume visible at 5:45:07 a.m. 

 Dining room footage: 
o Fire glow seen at 5:42:33 a.m. 
o Smoke seen at 5:44:21 a.m. 

 Basement footage: 
o Fire glow seen outside the window at 5:44:20 a.m. 
o Smoke seen at 5:46:15 a.m.  








